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Further to the infomation contained in }'.lP/COIIF/I:NF.8, attached hereto 

are copies of the following Resolutions of the United Nations General ."i.ssel.Jbly 

to which reference is nade in Resolution A.176(VI) of the n,rco Assenblyi 

Resolution 2467 (XXIII) - ExaIJination of the question of the reservation 

e::::clusively for peaceful purposes of the sea-bed 

and the ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof, 

underlying the high seas beyond the lini ts of 

present national jurisdiction, and the use of 

their resources in the interests of nankind 

(adopted on 21 Decenber 1968). 

Resolution 2414 (XXIII) - International co-operation in problens related 

to the oceans (adopted on 17 Decenber 1968). 

Resolution 2398 (XXIII) - The problens of huoan environnent 

(adopted on 3 Decenber 1968). 



UNITED NATIONS 
:'..)istr . 
GENERAL GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY A/R~S/2467 ~XXIII J 
14 January l)c) 

Iwenty - ttir~ session 
Agenda ~ terr, 26 

RE.30LUTIONS ADGFTEI:· BY 'IHE GENLRA~ ASSEr:lBLY 

Lon the report of the First Corr.r.;i ttee (A/74 77)] 

2L67 ('{XIII) . Ex amination of the auestion of the reservation 
exclusively for i •eaceful Purposes of the ~ea -
bed and the ccean floor_, and the subsoil tr.ereof J 

underl:vinp". the hil!h seas beyond the limits of 
present nationul _jurisdiction, and the use 01 
their res ources in the interests of mankind 

A 

The General Asserr,bly, 

~ecc:.llinP' the i ter.J ent i tled "Examination of t~e question of the reserva1-i on 

t.';:,: l,..:.::i.·,pl:1 for peaceful ~ur~o::,es o f the sea- bed and the ocean floor, and ti1e 

sul s oil tf.("l'c-Of, u,~derlying the hif,h seas beyond the limits of present r:G-:i 0 1 .r,l 

jurisuiction, and t he use of tr.eir resources in the interests of manh.ird", 

I·h:.sinP- in mind its resolution 23Lc (XXII) of 18 Jec err,ber 1967 concerned • · ;' · 

the r:ro".:,lern:: arising in the ar ec to \.'hich the tit l e of t he iterr, refers ; 

RE c.i'fi r::-,inF the objectives set forth in t hat resolution, 

7 c.l<.irw note ·.1i th apprec L::ction of the report prepared by the Ad Hoc Ccr:-,i::-i. t te~ 

to .::tudy the Peaceful Uses of the 3e8.- Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond t he ~i;.,:'., s ,· 

Nationa l Jurisdiction,!/ keeping in mind the views expressed in t he cc 1 i '.- E' -,f 

0.10rk and dr21-;ing upon its experience, 

Recognizin~ that i t is in the interest of mankind a2 a whole to f avou r 1i.e 

explorat i on and use of the sea- bed and the ocean floor and the subsoil thereof, 

1:e~10nd t he lirr:its of national j U!' i sd iction, for peaceful purpoc-es, 

1/ Gfficial necords of the General Assembly, Twenty- thi rd 3ession, 2-gend:'t i ter., .?' , 
doc~nr.ent A/7230 . 

67-co7eo I 
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Cons i dering that i t is important to promote international co- operation for 

the explorat i on and exploitat i on of the resources of t his area, 

Convinced t hat such exploi tation should be carried out for the benefit of 

mankind as a whole, irrespecti ve of the geogr aph i cal locat ion of States, taking 

into account the spec i a l i nterests and needs of the developing c ountr ies , 

Cons i der i ng that it is essenti al t o pr ovide , wit h i n t he Uni t ed Nations system, 

a focal point for t he elaborat ion of desi rabl e measures of i nternational 

co-operation , taking i nto account alternative act ual and potential uses of thi s 

area, and for the co- ordination of the activi ties of internati onal oreanizations 

in this regar d, 

1 . Establishes a Cammi ttee on the Peaceful Uses of the .Sea-Bed and the 

Ccean Fl oor beyond t he Limi ts of National Jurisdiction , composed of forty- t wo 

States; 

2 . Instructs the Committee: 

(~) To study the elaboration of the legal principles and norms which would 

promote international co- operation in the exploration and use of the sea-bed ~nd 

the ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof, beyond t he limits of national 

juri sdiction and to ensure the exploitation of their resources for the 1::enefit 

of mankind, and the economi c and other requi rerr.ents which such a reg in:e should 

satisfy in order to rr.eet the interests of humanity as a whole; 

(£) To study the ways and means of promoting the exploitation and use of 

the resources of this area , and of internati ona l co-operation to that end: t aki ng 

into account the foreseeable de vel oprr.ent of technology and the economi c 

i mplications of such exploitation a nd beari ng in mind the fact that such 

exploitation s hould benefit mankind as a whole ; 

(£.) To review the studies c arried out in the field of exploration and 

r esearch in this area and aimed at intensi.fyir,g inter nati.onal co- operation and 

s t imul atin~ the exchange and th" widest poss i ble dissemination of scientific 

knowledge on the subject; 

(f) To examine proposed measures of co- operat -ion to be adopted by the 

international community in order to prevent the marine pol l ut i on which may result 

frcm the explorat i on and exploitation of the resources of thi s area ; 

I • •• 
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3. Also calls upon the Committee to study further, within the context of 

the title of the item, and taking into account the studies and international 

negotiations being undertaken in the field of disarmament, the reservation 

exclusively for peaceful purposes of the sea-bed and the ocean fL,or without 

prejudice to the limits which may be agreed upon in this respect; 

4. Requests the Committee: 

(§:) To work in close co-operation with the specialized agencies, the 

International Atomic Energy Agency and the ir.tergovernmental bodies dealing ,·1i tr. 

the problems referred to in the present resolution, so as to avoid any duplication 

or overlapping of activities; 

(!2_) To make recommendations to the General Assembly on the questions mentioned 

in paragraphs 2 and 3 above; 

(£) In co-operation with the Secretary-General , to submit to the General 

Assembly reports on its activities at each subsequent session; 

5. Invites the specialized agencies, the International Atomic Energy Agency 

and other inter[overr.r:entnl bodies inclL:.ding the Intergoverr.ru:nto.l Oceo.n::;,_,:rctrllic 

Commission of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultur~l Or ganization 

to co-operate fully with the Committee in the implementation of the present 

resolution . 

B 

The General Assembly, 

17252nd plenary meeting, 
21 December 1968 . 

Recognizing that it i s in the common interest of all nations t hat the 

exploration and exploitation of the resources of the sea-bed and the ocean floor, 

and the subsoil thereof, should be conducted in such a manner as to avoid 

infringement of the ether interests and establ ished rights of nations with respect 

to the uses of the sea, 

Mindful of the threat to the marine er.viror.ment presented by pollution and 

other hazardous and harmful effects which might result from explorat ion and 

exploitati on of the areaD under consideration, 

I .. . 
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Desiring to promote effective measures of prevention and control of such 

pollution and to allay the serious damage which might be caused to the marine 

environment and, in particular, to the living marine resources which constitute 

one of mankind's most valuable food resources, 

Recognizing the complex problem of ensuring effective co-ordination in the 

wide field of environmental pollution and in the more specific area of prevention 

and control of marine pollution, 

Noting with satisfaction the measures being undertaken by t he Inter-Governmental 

Maritime Consultative Organization to prevent and control pollution of the sea by 

preparing new draft conventions and other instruments for that purpose, 

Recalling, in this regard, the progress achieved towards such concert ed action 

by i ntergover Lmental bodies and the establishrr.ent, by the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization and its Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission, the 

Inter-Goverrnr.ental Mari time Ccnsultati ve Organization and the v~orld Meteorological 

Organization, of a joint group of experts on the scientific aspects of marine 

pollution, 

Recalling further the competence and continuing valuable contributions of t he 

other inter~0verL~ental organizations concerned , 

1. Helcorr,es the adoption by States of appropriate safeguards against t he 

dangers of pollution and other hazardous and harmful effects that might arise from 

the exploration and expl oitation of the resources of the sea-bed and t he ocean 

floor, and the s ubsoil thereof, beyond the limits of national jurisdiction, notably 

in the form of concrete rr.easures of international co-operation for the purpose of 

reali zing this aim; 

2 . Considers that, in connexion with the e laboration of principles underlying 

possible future international agreements for the area concerned, a study should 

be made with a view to clarifying all aspects of protection of the living and 

other resources of the sea- bed and ocean floor, the superjacent waters and the 

adjacent coasts against the consequences of pollution and other hazardous and 

harmful effects arising from various modalities of such exploration and 

exploitation; 

I ... 
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3 . Considers further that such a study should take into consideration the 

importance of minimizing interference between t he many means by which t he wealth 

of the ocean space may be harvested, and that it should extend to t he examination 

of the circumstances in which measures may be undertaken by States for the 

protection of the living and other resources of thos e ar eas i n which poll uti on 

detrimental to those resources has occured or is imminent; 

4 . Requests the Secretary-General, in co- operation with the appropriate 

and competent body or todies presently undertaking co - ordinated work in t he field 

of marine pollution control, to undertake the study referred to in paragraphs 2 

and 3 above and to submit a report thereon t o the General Assembly and t he 

Committee on the Peaceful Uses of t he Sea- Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond t he Limits 

of National Jurisdiction . 

1752nd pl enar y meeting, 
21 December 1968 . 

C 

The General Assembly , 

Having considered t he i tern entitled "Examination of t he question of the 

r eservation exclus ively for peaceful purposes of the sea-bed and the ocean floor , 

and the subsoil t hereof, underlying the high seas beyond the limits of present 

national jurisdi ction , and the use of their resource s in the interests of 

mankind", 

Reaffi rming t hat exploration and exploitati on of the resources of the sea- hed 

and t he ocean f loor , and the subsoil t hereof, s hould be carried out for the benefi t 

of mankind as a whole, taking into special consideration the intere;;;ts and needs 

of the developing countr i es, 

Recalling t hat international co- operat ion in this fi e l d is of paramount 

importance, 

Bearinp; in mind its resol ut ion A above est ablish ing the Committee on the 

Peaceful Uses of t he Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond t he Limits of National 

Jurisdiction, and the mandate entrusted to it, 

1. Requests the Secretary- General to undertake a s t udy on the question of 

establishing in due tirr:e appropriate international machinery for the promot i on 01 

I ... 
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the exploration and exploitati on of the resources of this area, and the use of 

these resources in the interests of mankind, irrespective of the geographical 

location of States , and taking into special consideration the interests and needs 

of the developing countries , and to submi t a report thereon to the Commi ttee on the 

Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of National 

Jurisdiction for considerati on during one of its sessions in 1969; 

Calls upon the Committee to submit a report on this question to the 

General Assembly at its twenty- fourth session . 

1752nd plenary meeting, 
21 December 1968. 

D 

The General Assembly, 

Convinced that the nations of the world should join together, with due 

respect for national jurisdicti on, in a common long- term programme of exploration 

of the ocean as a potential source of resources, which should eventually be used 

for meeting the needs of all mankind with due recognition of those of developing 

countries and irrespective of the geographical location of States, 

Recallin~ also that in its resolution 2172 (XXI) of 6 December 1966 t he 

General Assembly requested the Secretary-General to prepare proposal s for ensuring 

the most effective arrangements for an expanded programme of international 

co- operation to assist in a better understanding of the marine environment 

through science, and for initiating and strengthening marine education and training 

prorrrammes, 

Recalling further the proposals made by the Secretary-General in his report,~ 

pursuant to resolution 2172 (XXI), as well as the various vi ews expressed durin~ 

the consideration of this subject by the General Assembly at its t wenty- third 

session, 

Noting that the Bureau and Consultative Council of the Intergovernmental 

Oceanographic Commission of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization considered the proposed I nternati onal Decade of Ocean 

2/ E/4487 and Corr ,1- 6, and Add . l , 

I . .. 
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Exploration a useful initiative for broadening and accelerating investigations 

of the oceans and for strengthening international co-operation, 

Endorsing the objectives expressed in Economic and Social Council resolutions 

1380 (XLV), 1381 (XLV) and 1382 (XLV) of 2 August 1968 and recall ing particularly 

the invitation to the General Assembly to endorse the concept of a co-ordinated 

long-term programme of oceanographic research, taking into account such initiatives 

as the proposal for an International Decade of Ocean Exploration and international 

programmes already considered, approved and adopted by the Intergovernmental 

Oceanographic Commission for implementation in co-operation with other specialized 

agencies, 

Aware of the consideration given to the proposal in the Ad Hoc Committee to 

Study the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of 

National Jurisdiction, arising from the contribution which the International 

Decade of Ocean Exploration would make to scientific research and exploration of 

the sea-bed and ocean floor, as an important part of a co-ordinated long-t erm 

international programme of oceanographic research, 

Seeking to enrich the knowledge of all mankind by encouraging a free flow 

of scientific information on the· oceans to all States, 

1. Welcon;es the concept of an International Decade of Ocean Explor ation 

to be undertaken within the framework of a long -term programme of research and 

exploration, including scientific research and exploration of the sea-bed and t he 

ocean floor, under the aegis of the United Nations on the understanding t hat all 

such activities falling under the national jurisdiction of a State shall be 

s ubject to the previous consent of such State, in accordance with international 

law; 

Invites Member States to formulate proposals for national and 

international scientific programmes and agreed activities to be undertaYen during 

the International Decade of Ocean Exploration with due regar d to the interests 

of developing countries, to trans mit t hese proposals to the United Nations 

Educational, 3cientif ic and Cultural Organization for the Intergovernmental 

Oceanographic Commission in time to begin the Decade in 1970, and t o embar k on 

s uch activities as soon as practicable; 

I ... 
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3. Urges Memter ,_;ta,tes to publish as soon as practicable the results of 

all ac-i;i vi tiP::.: which they will have undertaker, within the f ramework of the 

Int.ernat iom, l I:ecade of Ocean Exploration as part of a long- term co- ordinat ed 

prOf!I'arr,me of ;:,cientific research and exploration, and at the same time to 

cor:r:-,unicate these results to the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission; 

4. ~~sts the United Nations Educational, Sc ientific a nd Cultural 

On=anizc1.tion that its Int ergovernmental Oceanographic Commission: 

C:::) Intcndfy its activities in the scientific field, within its t.f>rms of 

reference onr.J in co-operation with other interested ae;encies, in particular with 

regnn.l to co-ordinating the scientific asrects of a long- te1·m and expanded 

1Jroe:rnr;;me of ,1orl d - wi de exploration of t he oceans and their resources of which 

Uie Intern a tionc.l Decade of Ocean Exploration will be an important element , 

incluriiric i nternational agency pr orramme::", an expanded international exchanc;e 

of cht a from national programn:es, and international efforts to strenc;then tile 

re: ;eai·cL capat,ili ties of all interested nations with particular regard to the 

nec rt~ of t he developing countries; 

(~) Co-orerate with the Secretary-General, in accordance wi th p:;:.r8g-rar,h 4 

of Generd Assemtly resolution 2414 (XXIII) of 17 :Cecember 1968 on the 1·esources 

of the ~-er, in the preparation of the comprehensive outline of the scope of thP. 

lonc--:-,erm p·of:ran,me of cceanographi c research of which the International Dec J.de 

of Ocean Exploration will Le an in,portant element, making availar:le its vie,.,s 

:.J.s tc the appropriate relationship between the several international r)roc,ramrne s 

clre:.,dy cc,nsidered , approvec. cnd adcr./teu by the Intergovernrr:ental Oceanor:rc:r;hic 

Commir, :cion for implementation, the i)ecad.e , and the long- term programme; 

(£) i<:eer the ::iecretary - General informed of 8.11 proposals, prorrarnme:c and 

activities of' ,:hich it is informed in accordance with paragraphs 2 and 3 abovt= 

toretber wi lh any comments it may consider appropriate; 

(Q) Keport through appropriate channels to the General Assembly a -i; its 

t wenty -fourth session on progress made in the implementation of the present 

resolution. 

1752nd plen2rv ~eetin~, 
21 L'ecember 1')6i.' . 

* 
* * 
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In accordance with the decision taken by the First Committee at its 

1648th meeting} on 19 I.:ecember 1968, the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the 

Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of National J urisdiction , established 

under paragraph 1 of resolution A above, will consist of the followi ng Member 

States: Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Cameroon, 

Canada, Ceylon, Chile, Czechoslovakia, El Salvador, France, Iceland, India, Italy, 

Japan, Kenya, Kuwait, Liberia, Libya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Malta, Mauritania, 

Mexico, Nigeria} Norway, Pakistan, Peru, Poland, Romania, Sierra Leone, Sudan, 

Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab 

EepublicJ United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic 

of Tanzania, United States of America and Yugoslavia , 



UNITED NATIONS 

GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 

Twenty- third session 
Agenda i t ern 41 

Distr. 
GENERAL 

A/RES/2414 (XXIII ) 
27 December 1968 

r.ESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Lon the report of the Secord Committee (>./739417 

24ll~ (XXIII) . International co- operation in problems 
rel a ted to the oceans 

The General Assembly, 

Reaffirming the considerations set f orth in its r esoluti on 2172 (XXI) of 

6 :Cecember 1966, 

- -

~ 

Considering the gr owing interest of the world community in problems relat eu 

to t he oC'ennsJ as they hold pr emise of provi ding a rapidly developing worlrt with 

increasingly needed resources) 

Feing aware that the pr esent knowledge of the ocean and its r esour ces a nd o:f 

t he me.ri n~ e nvironment is J. i mi ted :lDd incomplete) 

Recognizing the need for extensive exploration and research in order t0 

develop t he wealth of t he sea for the benefit of all mankind) irrespective of the 

0eogrephical locatjon of StatP.s 7 taking into account the special needs and 

interPsts of developing countries, 

Havinr,; given preliminary consideration to the r eport enti tled 11Mari.ne sciencr:: 

''ind t echnol ogy : survey and proposals 11l:/ prepared by the Secretar y-Gener al under 

Gerieral Assembly re solution 2172 ( XXI) ) 

Taking i nto account t he comments of the Advisory Committee on the Applicati:Jn 

of Science and Technology t o Devel opment)g/ 

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolut ions 1380 (XLV), 1381 (XLV) and 

138? (XL\' ) of 2 _4ugm,t 1968, 

}:./ E/4487 and Cor r . 1-6 ar:d Add . 1. 

~ / 2ee A/7264 . 

fH-5.1.117 I 
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Recalling the report of the Ad Hoc Committee to Study the Peaceful Uses of 

::::ea-!'Pd o.nd the Ccean Floor beyond the Limits of N2.tional Jurisdiction) / 

Taldn,.,: into account the activities in this field at present being carried out 

by the United Nations) the Unit ed Nations Educational> Sc ient ific and Cultural 

Organization and its Intergovernmental Cceanographic Commission> the Food and 

Agrj_culture Or6s11ization of the United Nations and its Committee on Fisheries, 

the 1•/orld !:ieteorological Organization and its Panel on Meteorologi cal Aspe c t s 

of Ccea n Aff'a.i.rs J the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consul tative Or ganization> t he 

International Atcmic Energy ).gency &nd ot her specialized agencies, and also 

intergovernmental organizations) va r ious GovernmentsJ universiti es> scientific 

and ceclmic::11 institutes a nd other non- c;overnmental organizations) 

J.. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Secretar y- General 

er.ti tlect "Marine science ar:d technology: survey a nd proposalstt; 

,_: . Requests the Economic ar,d Social Council to review further t hi s report 

at its forty-seventh session taking into account such views as may be expressed 

by Governments of Member StatesJ by the _4dvisory Committee on the Application cf 

Science and Technology to :Cevelopment und by t he proposed compe t ent organ of 

-t,he 'JnHeu l{::-,.tions; 

3. Endorses the concept of a co- ordinated long- t e r m progr amme of 

<xec.:nog:rn,phic research desigr.ed to assist in & better understanding of t he marine: 

environment thrcngh science 13.r.d to i ncrease> in the interests of world economic 

development) the r esources ava ilable t o all the v-ople of t he wor l d; 

4. Requests the Se,.:!retary-Ge neral to present to t he Economi.c and Social 

C(JU:1C:il &t its f or t,y-seventh session a comprehensive outline '.)f the scope of thi;; 

.:...ong-term programme taking into account s uch scientific rec omme ndations a s nn y be 

f ormul2 ted by the Intergovernmental Cces.nogr aphi c Commission of the Ur.ited 

I·htions Educgtional> Scient i fic and Cultura l Organization withi n j ts terms Oj 

reference au'l i n co- operation wi th ott1e r inter ested international organizat l or.,, 

'5 . Recomrnends that the United Nati ous Educational, Scientific.: and Cul turaJ 

Crganization and its I ntergover nmental Cceanogr aphic Commission should consider 

s trengtheni ng t.he exj sting marine educational a nd training prograrr,rne s and 

ini ti 9.ting llC- ;.r programmes in connexion with the implementation of t he l ong- ten11 

progrcunme of oceanographic research; 

OificL,l Re cords of the General Assembly, Twe nty-thi r d ~:c .,, sion, 
docun:cnt A/7230. 
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Rccc,rnmen.:l.s further improvement of international co- operation jn re I :=ition 

t .1 1 isheri cs den.:lopme nt and conservation) taking into account the i mportant r ole 

r,hyc,d by tlie Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nat i ons and its 

Commi t.tee on Hshe r ies as well as the work of regional and :::ither spe cialized 

fj she r y boclif' s ; 

7. Invi te s Member Ste.tes and or ganizati ons dealing with marine pollut i on; 

esiA-. ,:· LJ-!...i +,J1c, lrrter- Gcvernmental Maritime Cor.sultati ve Or gani~ation and the 

In1~ rr~ tio~2l Atcmi~ Energy Agency, t o promote the adoption of effective 

.L:1t,?r r,::.,.t".i:)r.:tl agree!;-,er,ts on the prevention a nd control of marine pollution as may 

be r:ece ssa1·y; 

r~, . RE: f".nf~r:iz.es the importance of the nieteorological aspects of oce9n science 

acd calls upon the World Mete or ological Organization to c ontinue i~s ac t ivi t ies 

1n tr.ib :° i.E'ld in ·~l ose co--opcra!: ion ,,,itL other interested organizaUom: 

Invites the Secretary- General) in c onsultati on with U1e United Nations 

IeveJ.c ,r;ii-,ent Proe;rar.1meJ t._, consider the possibility of extending technica l 

c:-ssistc1nce services to t he Governments of Mernber States whic h ma y request them 

·'. n n :latlor. to the dev(~lq::ment o f mineral resources of thei r continental s helr 

10. Calls uoon U.e Secretary-Gener al t o pursue the t ask of collecting and 

J i ~ser1in8ting ~v~ila~le i niorme.tion regarding the mineral ar.J ot her resources 

oi th~ ~e2 - tLJ 8nd ocea11 floor beyond the li~its 0f national jurisdi ction and 

t.echrd.q ues r1ppropriate for their developme nt and o f providing the assist ance 

11ld. ch t he proposecl (;cnrpetent organ of the Uni ted Nations may r equest for t he 

sclution of related issues; 

11. Requests the Secretary-General) in co- operat ion witl! t he Uni ted lllati ,,-ns 

.E.Juce.tinn"'l, ~,.:.:ienti f ic and Cultur;:.1,l Grganization and its lntercoverr.mental 

C:eanogruphic Commi ssion) the Food and Agricultu re Organization of the United 

:.J:;tio,,s '::n J ii. s r:r·unittee on Fisheries , t he Wor ld Met eor ological Organization, 

t he Ir, t ,- r -Jovernment.al i'-!a ri time Consultative Organizat ion) the I nte rna tional 

:·, t cmir F:ne r gy i,gency and other or ganlzations concerned, t o r e port, t hrough 

:1 r,propri ,1te channels ) to the Economic a nd Social Counci l and to the General 

.!\t,serr:Lly, at 'its i:wenty- f i fth session, on the prog ress a chieved in t t e 

irnp l e tiient c: t ion of the present resolution. 

1745th plenary meeting, 
17 December 1968 . 
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RESOLUTION ACOFTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Lwithout reference to a Main Committee (A/L ,553 and Add .1-417 

2398 (XXIII) . ~be irobl ems cf human environment 

The Gene ral Assembly, 

Noting that the relationship between man and his environment is undergoin~ 

profound changes in the wake of modern scientific and technological developments, 

Aware that these developments, while offering unprecedent ed opportunities 

to chanGe and shape the environment of man to meet his needs and aspirations , 

also involve grave dangers if not properly controlled, 

Noting, in particular, the continuing and acceleratin~ impairment of the 

quality of the human environment caused bys uch factors as air and water pollution , 

erosion and other forms of soil deterioration, waste, noise and the secondary 

effects of biocides , which are accentuated by rapidl y increasing population 

and accelerating urbanization, 

Concerned about the consequent effects on the condition of man, his physical , 

mental and social well-being, his dignity and his enjoyment of basic human rights , 

in developing as well as developed countries, 

Convinced that increased attention to problems of the human environment is 

essential for sound economic and sccial deve l opment, 

Expressing the strong hope that the developing count ries will , through 

appropriate international co-operation, derive particular benefit from the 

mobil ization of knowledge and experience about the problems of human environment, 

enabling them, inter alia , to forestall the occurrence of many s uch problems, 

68-28506 I ... 
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Having considered Economic and Social Council resolution 1346 (XLV) of 

30 July 1968 on the question of convening an internationai conference on the 

problems of human environment, 

Bearing in mind the important work on some problems of the human environment 

at present being undertaken by organizations in t he United Nations system, in 

particul ar the United Nations (including the Economic Commiss i on for Europe), the 

I nt ernati onal labour Organisation, the Focd and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations, the United Nat ions Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization, the World Health Organization, the World MeteoroJ.ogical Organization, 

the Inter-Governmental Maritime ronsultatiY:e Organization and the Internat ional 

Atomic Energy Agency, as referred to in the report of the Secretary-General on 

activities of United Nations organizations and programmes relevant to the human 

environment)::./ 

Aware of the important work being done on problems of t he human envir onment 

by Governments as well as by intergovernmental organizations such as the 

Organization of Africa Ul:ity and non-governmental organizations such as the 

International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources, the 

International Council of Scientific Unions and the International Biological 

Programme , 

Bearing in mind t he recommenda-cions of the Intergover nmental Conference of 

Experts on the Scientific Basis f or Rational Use and Conservation of the Resources 

of the Biosphere,~/ convened by t hP, Uni ted Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization, with the participation of the United Nat ions, the Food 

and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and the World Health 

Organization, 

Convinced of the need for i ntensified action at the national, regional and 

international level in order to l i mit and, where possible, eliminate the 

i mpairment of t he human environment and i n order to protect and improve the 

natural surroundings i n the i nterest of man, 

Desiring to P.ncourage further work in this field and to give it a common 

outlook and direction, 

'};_/ E/~-553 , 
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Believing it desirable to provide a framework for comprehensive consideration 

within the United Nations of the problems of human environment in order to focus 

the attention of Governments and public opinion on t he importance and urgency 

of this question and also to identify those aspects of it that can only or best 

be solved through international co- )peration and agreement, 

1. Decides, in furtherance of the objectives set out above, to convene 

in 1972 a United Nations Conference on Human Environment; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation with the Advisory 

Committee on the Application of Science and Technology to Development, to submit 

to the General Assembly at its twenty-fourth session, through the Economic and 

Social Council at its forty-seventh session, a report concerning: 

(~) The nature, scope and progress of work at present being done in the 

field of human environment; 

(~) The main problems facing developed and developing countries in t his 

area, ,,hich might with particular advantage be considered at such a conference, 

including the possibilities for increased international co-operation, especial ly 

as they relate to economic and social development, in particular of the developing 

countries; 

(£) Possible methods of preparing for the Conference and the time necessary 

for such preparations ; 

(~) A possible time and place for the Conference; 

(~) The range of financial implications for the United Nations of the 

holdi ng of the Conference; 

3. Further requests the Secretary-General, in preparing the report, to 

consult Governments of States Members of the United Nations and members of the 

specialized agencies and of the International Atomic Energy Agency and 

appropria te organizations of the United Nations syst em, and t o draw on 

contri butions from appropriate intergovernmental and non-governmental 

organizations. 

1733rd plenary meet ing, 
3 December 196tl . 




